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Representing our members from ¢

One Voice. One Canada. One ATU!

Monday, February 220, 2021
Dear Pramier:

13m writing on behalfofalmembers of the Amalgamated Transit Union 1 express our urgent
‘concern about the faiie t date o recognize the realty and fisk posed by aerosal ransmission
Of SARS-CoV.-2 and prevention of such ransmission

ATU Ganada represents 35,000 publi transit workers from c0ast o coast. Some of our locals
have already writan 10 thei provincia reprasenatives o exprass our conoarns regarding the
120K of acogniton o aerosol wansmission of SARS-CoV-2.

The potentl for asrosal transmission of SARS-CaV-2 was identiied ss  risk over 3 yasr g0

“The resity of serosol ransmission of SARS-CoV-2 resuiting in COVID-1 infecions has bean
accepted by the Public Health Agency of Canada and U.S. Ganters for Dissase Control and
Freventin.

We believe & cesr massage on ssrosol ansmission by sl Medical Offcars of Heslt s
‘essentia o seeing the adoption of mproved prevention measures like bater parsonal prteciive
‘Squipment,ventiation and aic eaning tachnologies. Many transt agencies across the country
have been taking teps 10 implament mprovements ke tase: howsuer proper guidelnes and
an anforoaable standard are equired to ensure affctive acton s taken.

Essantal workers who are employed in congregate, retail and other high-density workplaces
are especialy vulnerable to COVID.10 35 3 esul of poorly ventited spaces and nadequate
FPE. The fakre 1 recognize serosol ransmission of e vins i & sgnfieant barie t g
that afecive and propar soton i taken 1o protect workers

We are stlmonths away from sesing everyone fully vacsnated. Moving nt the next few
monins, concams have bean exprassed about 3 possibl third wave” dus to the more Pighly
transmissitie COVID varisnts.

The tragi resulsof outbrasks wil continue o be seen sspecial in indusinsl workplacss snd
neighbournood improvemant areas, which are communises that have been identied by many.
oites as having 3 igher percntage of low-income housanolds and ssenial workers who have
20 Shores 1o b 1 laava v homes every day and g5 out 9 work

Many of these peopls have increased levels of workplace exposura to COVID-19 and take
public ransit a5 they do not have anather opton. Our operators have nio choics but o leave
hair homes avery 2y 1o nsure these other assantis workers et t work. The sk s here for
both groups  ransmit the irus to 23zh other n sush close quartars where physica distancing
15 nok Shuays possile snd where riders s ot egaly requirad to wesr 3 face mask.
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presenting our members from coast to coast in solldarity.

One Voice. One Canada. One ATU!

Improving the guideines and racogrition of e reslity and seriousnass of serosal ransmission
i5 of graat concern to our members. We need 1o see battr ventlaton, a bater standard of PPE
and proper i, and incraased ai oleaning measures on public ransit. Mora needs fo be done
‘3nd these measures wil absoltaly hep us flaten the curve.

13m asking you to mmediatey take the folowing actons:

1) Is2ue naw guidance on ventistion snd PPE that acknowladges and respands to the
realy of aarosol transmission; and

2) Canvens s mesting wih rapresenttives o ransitworkers inluding ATU Canads fo
Giscuss when sueh guidanca wil b issued and the content o thase guidancss.

We are urging you to act mmdiataly, efore thera i a third wave and befors variants which are
More ranamzbe, o more dasaly. Sprasd rGUGh e CoMMUNE via unsste WrkpIAoEs

Emplyers snd workers cross the country tum 12 you for lesdership on COVID-18 praventon:
wa need you to provids the most up-to-date and scientfcally based guidance on how we can
Keep all our rasidents safe.

We keap transit moving snd wa would ke to do ths a5 safely ss possibis for s our ricers and
warkers

| would be pleased to discuss arangements for a maeting at the sarest opportunity and would
5k that you have the spproprists Saf contact me drecty in order t faciate the 3ams.

Sincersy.

Jahn Di Nino, Presidant
ATU Cansds





